
  

TRAVEL 
PATTERNS  



Who took the mobility survey? 

	 	 	 	 	 406	Completed	Responses

Each	survey	respondent	was	asked	demographic	information	to	help	the	Town	understand	how	
where	they	live,	what	their	age	is,	or	what	gender	they	identify	with	may	or	may	not	influence	
how	they	move	throughout	Crested	Butte.

	 	 	 	 	 Residence	Breakdown

90%	of	survey	respondents	are	full-time	residents	of	the	Gunnison	Valley.	
The	breakdown	of	where	respondents	live	is	shown	on	the	right.	

	 	 	 	 	

Mobility Survey Demographics

Who Took the Survey? 

Full-time	
Resident	
(90%)

Part-Time	
Resident	
(8%)

Visitor	
(2%)

Town	of	
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(37%)
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or	South	
Valley	
(12%)
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Butte	South
(21%)

Almont	
(2%)

Riverbend,	Riverland,	
Skyland,	or	Buckhorn

(10%)
Meridian	
Lake
(1%)

Mt.
Crested	
Butte	
(13%)

	 	 	 	 	 Age	Breakdown
The	majority	of	respondents	are	between	
the	ages	of	40	and	64.	The	Town	received	
zero	responses	from	those	under	16.	

	 	

	 	 	 	 Gender	Breakdown
The	gender	breakdown	was	generally	
split,	with	slightly	more	female	
respondents.	

>	65
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22	-	39
(26%)

40-64	
(56%)

16-21	(2%)

Male	
(40%)Female	

(58%)

Prefer	not	to	
answer	(1%)

Prefer	to	self	
describe(1%)



Summer Travel
Using	a	software	called	Streetlight	(which	utilizes	cell	phone	data),	the	Town	is	able	to	
understand	how	many	people	traveling	into	Crested	Butte	travel	through	the	Town	versus	how	
many	people	end	their	destination	in	the	Town.	Streetlight	also	identifies	where	each	trip	coming	
from	as	well.	

In	the	summer,	63%	of	all	trips	have	a	destination	in	the	Town,	while	37%	of	trips	are	passing	
through	to	Mt.	Crested	Butte.	

Regional Origins & Destinations

Winter Travel
In	the	winter,	56%	of	all	trips	have	a	destination	in	the	Town	with	44%	passing	through,	22%	of	all	
regional	trips	are	passing	through	to	Mt.	Crested	Butte.	The	number	of	people	going	to	Mt	Crest-
ed	Butte	is	likely	higher	as	many	motorists	stop	in	Crested	butte	at	the	4-way	to	catch	a	bus	to	
CBMR.



How do people enter Crested Butte?
Knowing	63%	of	trips	end	in	Crested	Butte,	we	asked	you	through	the	mobility	survey	how	often	
you	come	into	Town	for	different	reasons,	as	well	as	how	you	travel	into	Town.	Here	is	what	we	
heard...

How often do Gunnison Valley residents enter Crested Butte for the following reasons?

The	majority	respondents	indicated	travel	to	Crested	Butte	to	work,	while	suprisingly	only	few	
come	to	Crested	Butte	for	school,	healthcare	or	personal	services.	

How do Gunnison Valley residents typically travel into Crested Butte?

The	majority	of	respondents	from	all	locations	drive	into	Town.	Bus	travel	consistently	
increases	during	the	winter.	Additionally,	bike	trips	increase	during	the	summer,	particularly	
from	Mt.	Crested	Butte.	

Those	traveling	from	Mt.	Crested	Butte	or	Meridian	Lake...

Those	traveling	from	Skyland,	Buckhorn,	Riverland,	Riverbend,	or	CB	South...

Those	traveling	from	Almont	or	Gunnison...
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Live/Work Demographics & Travel Patterns
Commuting	to	work	represents	the	largest	large	share	of	an	individual's	mobility	patterns.	
Using	Streetlight,	the	Town	is	able	to	better	understand	where	Crested	Butte's	employees	live	
and	commute	from,	as	well	as	where	Crested	Butte's	residents	work	and	commute	to.	

Where do Crested Butte's employees live?
While	a	slight	majority	of	employees	working	in	Crested	Butte	live	within	the	Town,	over	one	third	
of	employees	commute	into	Town	from	elsewhere	in	the	Gunnison	Valley.	

Where do Crested Butte's residents work?
About	65%	of	Crested	Butte's	residents	work	within	the	Town.	Interestingly,	based	on	Crested	
Butte's	2021	local	census,	65%	of	Crested	Butte's	homes	are	lived	in	full-time.	
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We asked you...how do you travel to work?
In	the	mobility	survey,	we	asked	you	how	many	miles	you	live	from	work	and	how	you	typically	
travel	to	work.	Here's	what	we	heard...

How far do you live from work? How do you typically travel to work?
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How do people move throughout Crested Butte?
On	other	boards,	we	learned	how	and	why	different	residents	travel	into	Town,	but	once	inside	
Crested	Butte,	how	does	our	community	move	around	within	the	Town?

Using	Streetlight,	we	found	that	all	trips	that	have	an	origin	and	destination	within	the	Town	
travel	by	the	following	mode	split.	Pedestrian	travel	dominates,	followed	by	bike	travel	in	the	
summer.		

We asked you...once you arrive in CB, how do you move around?
In	the	mobility	survey,	we	asked	you	how	you	typically	move	throughout	the	Town,	which	is	
shown	below	and	broken	down	by	where	respondents	live.

Town of Crested Butte Residents
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How do survey respondents travel to different destinations?
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Town of Crested Butte, Colorado

µ

How do you typically access Clarks?

How do you typically access the Center for the Arts?

How do you typically access the school?

How do you typically access the Post Office?
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How do you typically access Peanut Lake Road?
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Sixth Street Corridor Conditions
Using traffic data, the Town worked with the traffic engineering firm, Kimley Horn, to understand 
current and future traffic conditions along Sixth Street. 

The maps below show the traffic level of service (LOS) at each intersection, as well as the 
anticipated queuing of cars. LOS is categorized by the delay experienced at each intersection, 
which is described in the table below. 
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Traffic Speeds
SLOW DOWN!...We've all heard that shouted at some point in Crested Butte. But how fast do cars 
travel through Town? The maps below show the 85th percentile of speeds on each street, 
broken down by summer and winter travel. Take a look at your neighborhood...are the speeds 
what you thought?

Summer (2021)
               85th Percentile Speeds

      
                 
                Winter (2022)               
               

85th Percentile Speeds



How much traffic travels through different parts of Crested Butte? The maps below show 
average daily traffic on each street, broken down by summer and winter travel. Take a look at 
your neighborhood...is the amount of traffic what you thought?

Summer (2021)
               Average Daily Travel

      
                 
                Winter (2022)               
             

Average Daily Traffic

Traffic Volumes



Crashes in Crested Butte
Crashes in Crested Butte over the past five years have primarily been parking collisions, while 
other types of vehicle crashes have mainly occured in the Sixth Street and Elk Avenue Corridors. 
The map below shows crashes in the past five years, organized by type of crash. 

Crashes in Crested Butte (2018 - 2022)
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Mountain Express Service & Ridership
Service Area

National best practices on transit suggest that 500 feet is a distance someone is willing to walk 
to a bus stop with local service. The map below shows what areas are served within this 
buffer at each Mountain Express bus stop within the Town. Additionally, the table below shows 
how many residential units, as well as square footage of commercial space, that is served by 
each stop, which is then compared as a percentage of the Town. 

Ridership
The following graph shows Mountain Express ridership for the past twenty years, broken down 
by season. Mountain Express ridership has remained relatively flat and ridership is consistently 
higher in the winter seasons. It can be interpreted that this service is mostly used for access to 
the ski area in the Winter. 

0

100,000

200,000

300,000

400,000

500,000

600,000

700,000

202220212020201920182017201620152014201320122011201020092008200720062005200420032002

N
um

be
r o

f R
id

er
s

Winter Spring Summer Fall

0

100,000

200,000

300,000

400,000

500,000

600,000

700,000

202220212020201920182017201620152014201320122011201020092008200720062005200420032002

N
um

be
r o

f R
id

er
s

Winter Spring Summer Fall



RTA Service & Ridership
Service Area

National best practices on transit suggest that 500 feet is a distance someone is willing to walk 
to a bus stop for local service, and a 1/4 mile for commuter service. The map below shows what 
areas are served within these distances at the RTA stopswithin the Town. Additionally, the table 
below shows how many residential units, as well as square footage of commercial space, that is 
served by each stop, which is then compared as a percentage of the Town. 

Ridership
The following graph shows RTA ridership since 2008, broken down by season. While RTA did 
experience a dip with COVID in 2020 and 2021, overall their ridership has consistently increased 
each year. 
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Where do you take the bus?
In the mobility survey, we asked how you get to different locations, which are described in 
further detail in the "Travel Patterns" section. The graphs below show what percentage of 
respondents typically take the bus to the following locations, based on where they live.

Bus ridership is the consistently the highest to get to the ski resort during the winter. Across all 
three locations, 44 - 52% of respondents typically take the bus to the ski resort. Next, 29 - 37% 
of respondents from Mt. CB or Meridian lake take the bus to access the Center for the Arts. 
Otherwise, small percentages of respondents take the bus to other locations, while the majority 
opt to drive their car, as shown in the travel patterns section. 

Percent of Mt. Crested Butte or Meridian Lake respondents who typically take the bus to...

Percent of Skyland, Buckhorn, Riverbend, Riverland, or CB South respondents who typically take the bus to...
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PARKING  



How many parking spaces are in Crested Butte? 
There are several parking spaces across Town, ranging from on-street parking to off-street 
surface lots and private residential parking. Check out the breakdown below. Does Crested Butte 
have more or less parking spaces than you thought?

Parking Spaces & Regulations

Town Parking Facts
	 	 2,616	On-Street Parking Spaces

	 	 393	Off-Street Town Parking Spaces 

	 	 488	Off-Street Surface Lot Parking Spaces

Did	you	know?	There are 2,021 Off-Street Private Residential 
Parking Spaces Spaces (less than the amount of on-street parking 
spaces across the Town)

What are the Town's 
parking regulations?

The Town currently requires the 
following number of parking spaces for 
different types of developments. 

We asked you...
How many cars are in your household?
The Town's parking regulations are based 
on zoning standards that use a formula to 
estimate how many cars different types of 
developments generate. 

But how many cars do Gunnison Valley 
residents actually own? Half of the survey 
respondents have 2 cars in their household, 
while a quarter have 1 car.
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1 Car
25%

2 Cars
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3 Cars
17%

4 Cars
6%
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1%



How is parking currently managed in Crested Butte?
The Town started a parking management program in 2021, which enforces 2-hour parking in the 
Elk Avenue Corridor, along with free neighborhood parking permits for Maroon and Sopris. The 
Town also enforces parking permits around the Center for the Arts during large events. The map 
below shows an overview of the current regulations. 

Parking Management & Utilization

          9 am                     9 am

0 - 50%
51 - 65%
66 - 85%
> 85%

Utilization Legend

How full are the Town's on street spaces and parking lots?
The maps below show how full the managed parking areas are during the summer of 2021 and 
winter of 2023. 

Summer	
(August)

Winter	
(February)

          6 pm                    6 pm

          1 pm                    1 pm



Does Crested Butte have a parking problem? 
Prior to implementing the parking management program, parking utilization was high (red) on Elk 
Avenue, particularly at Third and Elk. But the following graphs show that Crested Butte has 
plenty of available parking, just that everyone wants to park at Third and Elk. 
These graphs are from Martin Luther King Weekend in January 2021. While Third and Elk was 
considered full after 4 p.m. (left graph), when you zoom out to include all spaces on Elk Avenue 
(middle graph), and all spaces in the parking management area (right graph), utilization never 
reached above 85%. 
By implementing the parking management program, parking is now further spread across the 
downtown, since you can only park for 2 hours on Elk Avenue. 

Parking Utilization (cont.)

0

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

8am 9am 10am 11am 12pm 1pm 2pm 3pm 4pm 5pm 6pm 7pm

N
um

be
r o

f P
ar

ki
ng

 S
pa

ce
s

Third	Street	Utilization		

Total Parked Total Spaces 85th Percentile

0

50

100

150

200

250

300

8am 9am 10am 11am 12pm 1pm 2pm 3pm 4pm 5pm 6pm 7pm

Third	Street	+	All	Elk	Avenue	Utilization	

Total Parked Total Spaces 85th Percentile

0

100

200

300

400

500

600

700

800

900

1000

8am 9am 10am 11am 12pm 1pm 2pm 3pm 4pm 5pm 6pm 7pm

Third	Street	+	Elk	Avenue	+	Downtown	Surface	Lots	Utilization	

Total Parked Total Spaces 85th Percentile

0

100

200

300

400

500

600

700

800

900

1000

8am 9am 10am 11am 12pm 1pm 2pm 3pm 4pm 5pm 6pm 7pm

Third	Street	+	Elk	Avenue	+	Downtown	Surface	Lots	Utilization	

Total Parked Total Spaces 85th Percentile

Who uses the 4-way parking lot on the weekends? 
The utilization maps show the 4-way parking lot is above 85% full during mid-day weekend 
winter days. But who is parking there? Check out the maps below to see, broken down by 
summer and winter. 

Summer	
(2021)

Winter	
(2019)




